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AnpaTna: Makanana mNpoTeCTaHT OaFbITBIHIAFBl €BAHTENIN XPUCTHAH-OANTHUCTEPI,
OJIap/IbIH Maiia 0OTyBIHBIH TAPUXBI MEH CasiICH TEOJIOTHUS TYPFbIJa KAIbINTACKAH aJIFbIIIaPTTaPhI
3eprreneni. JKyYMBICTBIH Heri3ri OarbIThl — €BaHTeNIIl XpuctuaH-Oantucrepi. COHbBIMEH Ka-
Tap OAFBITTHIH TApPUXbl MCH TCOJOTHSICHIHA MOH Oepe OThIphIN, Ka3akcTaHIarbl MECCUOHEPITIK
YKOCTIAPBIH 3€PTTEY/IH AJFBIIAPTTApBIH Oaranay. CoHai-aKk 0anTU3MHIH HET131H camymisl [[)kox
CMHUTTIH JTIHA KO3KapachIHBIH KaJbIITacyblHAa ceOern OosiraH pedopmaTopriap, aHabanTucTep,
MypUTaHIap, MEHHOHUTTEP CHUSKTHI TONTHIH (GUIOCO(PHSIBIK, JTIHU, JJIEYyMETTIK KO3KapachlHa
Tanjnay skacanajbl. OHBIH JIHM YCTaHbIMBIHA, CaHAHBIH JKOHE ILIIPKEYIIH casicu OWIIKTeH
TOYENCI3AIK aly uaessiapbiHa, coHnai-ak /bxkon CMUTTIH AiHAap agaMaapablH 3TUKAChl MEH
TYJIFANBIK KacueTiHe OalIaHbICThI YCTaHBIMAApbIHA TOKTANaMbI3. MUCCHOHEPIIK OpeKeTTepi
cakpajibl ska30anap MEH TapuXxu AEpeKTep apKblibl TasgaHabl. Peopmanusanan keiiin Kaiita
epiey mdyipinaeri Eypomnagarbl MpOTECTaHTTHIK IHA MEKTENTIH KaJIBIITACYbI, TEOJOTHUSIIBIK
epeKIIeNiKTepl MEH TYMaHU3M HOpMajapbl KapacTeIpbliaabl. banTu3MHiH AHIIUSAA TaparaH
OaFbITBIHBIH €PEKIIETITT MEH COJI ejie JKa3putFaH «CeHiM JeKkaapanuschy capananaasl. AKIII-
Tarbl TaOBICTBI Jla HOTHXKEIl MMCCHOHEPIIIK 9pl T'YMAaHUCTIK OpEKETTEpIHE Tajjay >Kacalbll,
«Dunanenphus accouuanuscs» 3anaapbl TankpuiaHaabl. AKIL-tarbr OanTuctep CaHbIHBIH
KaphIITan ecy cedenrtepi aHbIKTanaabl. Ka3zakcTaHaarbl €BaHTEII XPUCTHAH-OANTHCTEPIHIH
MHUCCHUOHEPJIK KbI3METIHE JeHiHri Oipiryl, JAeHOMUHAIUsUIapbl, OarbITTapra OeliHyl
KapacTbIpblIaabl. MUCCHOHEPIIIK KalIblIaMa JIHU MOTIHAEPMEH CaJIbICTBIPBUIBIIN 3€PTTENE 1.

Tyiiin ce3nep: xpuctuanaap, NpoTeCTaHTTap, EBaAHreNIIIep, OanTUCTEP, MUCCHOHEPIIEP.
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Abstract: The article scrutinizes evangelical Christian Baptists of the Protestant, theolog-
ical and political preconditions for their evolution. The focus of research work is “Evangelical
Christian Baptists”. Assess the preconditions of the missionary plan in Kazakhstan with an em-
phasis on the history and theology of this denomination. In addition, an analysis was made of
the philosophical, religious, social views of such groups as reformers, Anabaptists, Puritans,
Mennonites, which led to the formation of the religious views of John Smith, the founder of Bap-
tism. His religious stance, ideas of independence of consciousness and the church on political
power were discussed. We will also cover the positions of John Smith related to the ethics and
personality of religious people. The missionary activities are analyzed through sacral records and
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historical data. The theological features and norms of humanism after the Reformation and the
formation of the Protestant religious school in Renaissance Europe are considered. The original-
ity of the baptism in England and the “Declaration of Faith” written in this country is analyzed.
In addition, the successful and effective missionary and humanitarian activities of Baptists in the
USA were analyzed and the laws of the “Philadelphia Association” were discussed. The reasons
for the rapid growth in the number of Baptists in the USA are considered. After the Reformation,
the formation of the Protestant religious school in Renaissance Europe, theological features and
norms of humanism are considered. The specifics of the spread of baptism in England and the
“declaration of faith” written in this country were analyzed. In addition, the analysis of success-
ful and efficient missionary and humanistic activities of Baptism in the United States was made,
and the laws of the Philadelphia Association were discussed. The reasons for the rapid growth in
the number of Baptists in the United States are studied.
Keywords: Christians, protestants, evangelicals, Baptists, missionaries.

AHHoOTammsa: B cratbe paccMaTpUBAJIUCh  €BAHIEIbCKUE  XPUCTHAHE-OANTHCTHI
IIPOTECTAHTCKOT0 HAIPABJICHUSI, TEOJOTHUYECKNEe MOIUTUYECKH 00YCIIOBIEHHBIE MPEANOCHUIKN
X BO3HUKHOBeHHs. OCHOBHOE HalpaBJICHHE HCCIEA0BATENbCKON pabOThl — €BaHTENIbCKUE
xpuctuane-6anTucThl. OLEHKa MPEANOChUIOK HCCIEA0BAaHUS MHCCHOHEPCKOTo IUIaHa B
Ka3axcTane ¢ akIeHTOM Ha MCTOPHMIO U TEOJOIHIO 3TOro HampasieHus. Kpome Toro, Obuin
IIpoaHaIn3UpOBaHbl (UIOCO(CKHE, PEIUTHO3HbIE U COLMAIbHBIE B3IVl TAKUX IPYIMI, Kak
pedopMaTopbl, aHAOANTUCTHI, TypPUTAHE U MEHHOHUTHI, KOTOpbIE 00yCI0BMIN (POPMUpPOBAHUE
penuruo3Helx B3rsAAoB Jlbkona Cmura, ocHoBaTens Oantu3Mma. Takke aHaIU3UPYETCS €ro
penuruo3Hasl MO3ULMs, WICH HE3aBUCUMOCTH padymMa M LEPKBU OT IOJUTHUYECKOW BIACTH.
Taxoke mMbl ocTaHoBUMCS Ha no3unusx /kona CMuTa, KacarolMXCsl STUKU U JIUYHBIX KauecTB
pPENUTHO3HBIX Jtofel. MuccuoHepckas JesTeIbHOCTh AHAIM3UPYETCS 4Yepe3 CBSLICHHBIC
[IMCaHUA W HMCTOpUYECKHE JaHHblE. PaccMOTpeHbl OOrociOBCKHE OCOOEHHOCTH U HOPMBI
ryMaHHu3Ma rociie peopMaiium, CTaHOBICHHS IPOTECTAHTCKON PETUTno3HOMN MKojIbl B EBporie
snoxu Bospoxaenus. [Ipoananu3upoBaHo cBoeoOpaszue HampaBiIeHHUs KpEUIeHHUs B AHIIINU
Y HaIMCaHHOW B 3TOM cTpaHe «Jlekiapanuu Bepbl». KpoMe Toro, Obuia mpoaHaIM3upOBaHA
ycneuHas 1 3 peKTuBHas MUCCHOHEPCKasi U T'yMaHUTapHas AedaTenbHOCTh OanTrcToB B CLIIA
u 00CyX/1eHbl 3aKoHbl «Punanenbpuiickoil accouuanun». PaccMoTpeHsl IpUYHHBI OBICTPOTO
pocta yucia GantucroB B CIIA. PaccmoTpeHsl oObeauHeHHs, KOH(eccuM U pa3fieieHus
€BaHIeIbCKUX XpUCTHaH-0anTucToB Kasaxcrana o Hayana MX MUCCHOHEPCKOH 1€ATEIbHOCTH.
MuccuoHepcTBO N3y4aeTcsl B CPAaBHEHUHU C 00I1e PEIUTHO3HBIMU TEKCTAMHU.

KiroueBble ci10Ba: XpucTHaHe, MPOTECTAHThI, €BAHT€IUCTHI, 0ANTHCThI, MUCCHOHEPHI.

Introduction

Evangelization derives from the Greek
term «euangelion,» which translates to
«Good News.» This concept signifies a call-
ing of the world’s peoples to embrace the
divine path, urging them to undergo baptism
according to certain Gospel commandments
to attain joy and love in both earthly and
spiritual realms. Historical instances have
shown that the political appropriation of

Christianity’s Good News at various times
has been utilized to further the goals of spir-
itual and material colonization, thus intro-
ducing a third dimension to evangelization.
Currently, evangelization efforts are active
in 122 nations worldwide. While scholars
have explored the history of new religious
movements (NRMs), including their areas
of influence and their sacred texts, the fluid
nature of this phenomenon and its effects on
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individual psychology and societal life ha-
ven’t been thoroughly conceptualized. Can
we address the complexities of this issue
without making it more complicated? What
insights do researchers provide regarding
evangelical Christians, particularly Bap-
tists? Furthermore, what do scholars aligned
with this perspective reveal about the histor-
ical and religious foundations of the IDA?
We believe it is crucial to clarify the topic’s
essence through comparative analysis.

Christian missionary efforts have led to
numerous historical transformations world-
wide. These endeavors have profoundly
influenced the relationships and cultures
among nations. This analysis examines how
evangelical Christian-Baptist movements
have collaborated during challenging times
and how they have diverged in their inter-
pretations of sacred scriptures. In the period
following Kazakhstan’s independence, Prot-
estant groups have fragmented into various
factions. However, it is evident that their
current focus is increasingly on achieving
unity. This unity is rooted in the prayer of
Jesus Christ. Within the Scriptures, concepts
of unity and love serve as indicators of one’s
fidelity to Jesus, setting believers apart from
non-believers. Jesus prayed for himself, his
disciples, and all followers (John 17:1-23).
Thus, it can be inferred that the trend to-
wards division into various factions is mis-
guided and requires correction (Dwiraharjo,
2023: 20).

The emergence and actions of the Evan-
gelical Baptist Church in the United States
during the period of English rule are current-
ly under analysis, either being synthesized
or deconstructed. When Soviet authorities
denied the Evangelical Baptist Church offi-
cial registration as a religious organization
and targeted its clergy with persecution, the
group voiced its internal dissent regarding
the lack of freedom of conscience and the

oppression of its followers. This was done
through publications like “Vestnik istiny”
and “Bulletin of the Council of Relatives of
Prisoners of the Evangelical Baptist Church
in the USSR”, released by the “Christian”
publishing house. It is essential to highlight
the key elements of the Evangelical Baptists’
missionary efforts in Kazakhstan and to ex-
amine them through a contemporary lens.

Justification for the choice of topic
and goals and objectives

Since gaining independence, the Re-
public of Kazakhstan has seen the rise of
various religious organizations, leading to
the formation of specific policies concern-
ing religion. This development has resulted
in the establishment of constitutional and le-
gal frameworks, as well as regulations that
connect to other areas of public life.

At present, Kazakhstan boasts a mul-
tifaceted society characterized by a variety
of religious practices. Among these is Bap-
tistism, which made its debut in Kazakhstan
during the late 19th and early 20th centu-
ries, represented by Evangelical Christians
- Baptists. Today, these Evangelical Chris-
tians - Baptists have established the Council
of Churches within the Republic of Kazakh-
stan.

As of now, there are 186 registered as-
sociations of Evangelical Christian Baptists
in our nation, and this group also produces
literature that connects its missionary efforts
with historical contexts. The distinctive fea-
tures of the Evangelical Christian Baptist
faith and its practices, along with the devel-
opment of its social structures, necessitate
thorough academic examination and theo-
retical inquiry.

In order to enhance the efficacy of the
scientific article, the following objectives

are proposed:
- To explore the spiritual and cultural



NYUJ

NUR-MUBARAK

86

Ne4 (04) 2024

~Aasy

HNCIAMTAHY 3EPTTEVJIEPI Fruteivu sxypran
RESEARCH IN ISLAMIC STUDIES Scientific journal

Faale Alaa Apadla) cila Al 3 Gigay

foundations that led to the emergence, de-
velopment, and dissemination of the Evan-
gelical Christian Baptist Church;

- To examine the religious beliefs
that played a role in the rise of the «baptism»
movement;

- To investigate the activities of the
Evangelical Christian Baptist Church in Ka-
zakhstan, including its interactions and inte-
gration with various religions and cultures;

- To assess the impact of the Evan-
gelical Christian Baptist Church on the re-
ligious and spiritual landscape of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan, as well as its standing
within the confessional framework and its
relationships with other faiths.

Scientific research methodology

The study delves into the Evangeli-
cal Christian Baptists (ECB) through both
historical and systematic approaches. Fur-
thermore, it employs comparative analy-
sis to evaluate existing literature related to
this subject. A blend of descriptive, review,
and systematic analytical methods was em-
ployed for the research. The study aimed to
understand the foundational factors that led
to the rise of the ECB, the revivalist efforts
of John Smith in the Reformation, and vari-
ous inquiries surrounding faith matters. This
research was carried out by integrating in-
terdisciplinary strategies, thus not confining
the examination of the soteriological and ec-
clesiological aspects of this movement sole-
ly within the realm of religious studies.

In the process of composing this ar-
ticle, the works of various scholars were
referenced, including L.M. Mitrokhin’s
«Baptism: History and Modernity» and
«Baptism and Scientific Knowledge,» L.N.
Tolstoy’s «Christianity in the First Cen-
turies: Thoughts on Faith,» and V. Stein’s
«Baptism and Modernity.» Additionally, the
research of international authors such as C.
Henry and A. Webber in «A Short History of

Baptists,» G. Robert and A. Torbet’s «His-
tory of the Baptists,» J. H. Shakespeare’s
«Baptist and Congregational Pioneers,» and
S. Dwiraharjo’s piece on «Efforts to Unite
Diversity in Indonesian Baptist Churches:
An Ecumenical Perspective Based on John
17:20-21,» along with Mungqiz ibn Muhmud
Al-Saqqgar’s essay titled «God is One or
Trinity» for the World Islamic League, con-
tributed to the foundation of this study. The
article synthesizes and critiques the perspec-
tives of these scholars. Employing compar-
ative-historical methods alongside grouping
and analytical approaches, this work high-
lights the significance of baptism’s histori-
cal and theological aspects, underscoring its
relevance in both practical and theoretical
contexts within religious studies.

Main section

The Protestant Reformation, spearhead-
ed by Martin Luther, effectively came to an
end as a movement in the 1620s. During this
period, two distinct currents surfaced within
Protestantism.

First: magisterial reformers, who
aligned themselves with the state’s political
stance and pledged allegiance through oaths.
This group includes denominations like An-
glican, Pentecostal, and Adventist churches.

Second: groups of independent reform-
ers, such as the Puritans, who advocated for
the severance of connections with overar-
ching authority and refrained from making
oaths.

The number of Protestant groups that
have emerged from these two primary po-
sitions exceeds one thousand. This prolifer-
ation is attributable to the interplay of irra-
tional and rational beliefs within Christian
theology, alongside familial, global, and
even economic divisions based on diverse
social influences and perspectives. L.M. Mi-
trokhin, a prominent Russian sociologist of
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Baptism (1930-2005), discussed this topic
in his publication “Baptism and Scientif-
ic Knowledge”: “Religious faith does not
originate exclusively within the framework
of the ‘man-religion’ dynamic. Instead, an
individual’s worldview, including their reli-
gious views, is shaped by a variety of social
factors, personal experiences, and numer-
ous other influences” (Mitrokhin, 1969: 11).
While we categorize Mitrokhin’s viewpoint
as one of the narrower positive perspectives,
it remains historically accurate that religious
belief can also emerge from the relationship
between humans and religion or theology.
The fundamental theological catalyst for the
emergence of Protestant or broader Chris-
tian movements is rooted in the dichotomy
present in early Christianity: between the
teachings of Jesus and the twelve apostles
and the innovative evangelization strategies
employed by the Apostle Paul. This subject
represents a significant area that necessi-
tates distinct academic inquiry. In this con-
text, Antonov N. B. discusses in his piece
“Judaism from A to Z” the schism within
Christianity, noting that “the Judeo-Chris-
tians, encompassing the twelve apostles and
Jesus’ adherents, were guided by the direct
disciples of Jesus, namely apostles Peter and
James. They were fundamentally opposed
to Paul” (Antonov, 2007: 211). Additional-
ly, notable Russian scholar L. N. Tolstoy,
in his book “Christianity of the First Cen-
turies, Thoughts on Faith,” asserts that “fol-
lowing the Apostolic Council’s resolution in
Antioch, the Judeo-Christians permanent-
ly distanced themselves from the broader
Christian community. The term ‘Christians’
was first applied to Paul’s followers in 52
AD,” indicating that the initial sect became
irrelevant and that Paul’s interpretation tri-
umphed as the predominant form of Chris-
tianity that reached non-Jewish audiences
(Tolstoy, 1919: 5). For these views, L. N.

Tolstoy faced excommunication from the
Russian Orthodox Church. While the Ju-
deo-Christian faction diminished and re-
mained among the Jewish population, Paul
realized early missionary success among
non-Jews, prompting further exploration of
the underlying reasons. The baptism of Je-
sus within Christianity also raises conten-
tious points. “If baptism serves as a means
for sinners, then Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan
River sparked the rise of sects and caused
disarray among his followers...” (Kowalski,
2021: 459).

As Europe fell under the influences of
the Inquisition and the indulgences offered
by the Catholic Church, it gradually moved
away from its long-standing Western values
and overarching humanism, yielding to the
dominance of the papacy. However, during
the Reformation, Europeans began to lib-
erate themselves from papal control, and in
the Renaissance, a revitalized populace em-
braced their cultural heritage, advocating for
the autonomy of thought, spirituality, artistic
expression, and scientific inquiry. They in-
sisted on assessing all matters through the
lenses of justice and humanistic principles.
Consequently, the period leading up to the
rise of baptism was characterized by a sig-
nificant struggle, marking a pivotal chapter
in human history where individuals sought
profound liberty. In the initial phases of the
Reformation, it was the individuals with
deeply intricate minds and ethical dilemmas
who played a pivotal role. As stated, “Eras-
mus’s insights, Luther’s theological beliefs,
the fervor of Zwingli and Calvin, and the
unwavering valor of Thomas Miinzer were
all rooted in courage” (Zwingli, 2016: 5).
Consequently, baptism is recognized as hav-
ing a deeply religious and charismatic aspect
within Protestantism. This sacrament, hav-
ing developed from earlier traditions and
incorporating numerous features, will con-
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tinue to be a significant subject across dif-
ferent times and cultures. The fundamental
prerequisite for the establishment of baptism
is the autonomy of both the church and the
individual intellect, necessitating total devo-
tion and submission to God.

Baptistism, which emerged from the
second faction previously mentioned, rests
on the belief that the church should function
autonomously from the governmental au-
thority it was initially tied to. The reformist
movement from which Baptistism derived
is rooted in the Anabaptists, who appeared
in the 16th century. According to Munkyz
(2009: 23), “Ulrich Zwingli, regarded as
the third key figure after M. Luther and J.
Calvin in the establishment of Protestant-
ism, is credited with coining the term Ana-
baptists, meaning ‘rebaptized’.” A notable
feature of Anabaptists is their commitment
to genuine piety. Their actions are strictly
based on biblical references. This group’s
foundational belief is that the church should
not yield to the authority of the state or align
itself with a politicized church; moreover,
rather than baptizing infants, they believe
baptism should occur when an individu-
al reaches an age of understanding. Due to
these convictions, Anabaptists faced perse-
cution throughout various European nations.
While Anabaptists and Baptists share simi-
lar names and traits, they are distinct move-
ments. A unifying idea for both groups is the
belief that Jesus was baptized as an adult,
as the Gospels affirm. The movements that
significantly influenced the formation of the
Baptists include the Puritans and Menno-
nites, both of which opposed the Anglican
Church. Therefore, Baptists can be viewed
as a continuation of the legacy established
by these earlier movements.

The Baptistry movement arose in the
17th century, initiated by John Smith (1554-
1612), an Anglican clergyman and preacher.

Smith, a separatist who earned a master’s
degree from Cambridge University in 1593,
became a pivotal figure in this development.
Following the Reformation, though the au-
thority of the papacy waned in England, the
monarchy asserted control over both secular
and ecclesiastical matters, effectively polit-
icizing the Anglican Church. This church,
established as the royal church, represented
a middle ground within Protestantism. At
this juncture, the Puritans, who later evolved
into the Baptists, emerged to promote jus-
tice and wholly eliminate «papism» from
the church (Mitrokhin, 1969: 5). K. Henry, a
professor at Cornell University, in his publi-
cation “A Brief History of Baptism,” asserts
that “the Reformation had a profound effect
on the populace of England, leading to the
emergence of Baptism in the early 17th cen-
tury as a reaction from the Puritans against
Catholic authority” (Henry, 1967: 43). In
this context, many scholars express the view
that the ultimate goal was to eradicate any
lingering vestiges of papism. The roots of
Baptism can be traced back to the Puritans,
who adhered to a distinctive Christian per-
spective.

In one of his addresses, John Smith
expressed his disapproval of the Baptists’
stance by stating, “The heirs of the Apostles
tread the path of righteousness. The Catho-
lic and Anglican churches severed that line
of succession long ago. Those priests and
congregations aligned with secular authori-
ties are labeled as heretics. Hence, we must
revive the genuine faith and reorganize the
church,” he asserted, aligning himself with
Paul’s interpretation rather than traditional
Judeo-Christian theology, which he found
unappealing in the context of Catholic gov-
ernance. He argued that adults who have
veered away from the truth and fallen into
heresy should undergo conscious baptism,
as infant baptism contradicts the Gospel. He
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further contended that Christians are sinners
for their unfaithfulness to God and their ca-
pitulation to papal authority. Consequently,
he advocated for a call to righteousness for
the wayward congregation. “Besides per-
secuting these extreme heretics in the eyes
of the English crown, they enforced two
conditions: to either repent or leave the na-
tion” (Mitrokhin, 1997: 153). John Smith
criticized the connection between religious
institutions and political authority, yet he
embraced the doctrine of the Trinity. His
idea of the autonomy of religious thought
and the church served as a challenge to the
insincerities found in religious teachings, as
he endeavored to elucidate the principles of
justice and holiness in faith. It is notewor-
thy that the intention behind Smith’s notion
of «Apostolic Succession» should capture
the interest of scholars. The revival of ap-
ostolic tradition stands as a core belief for
Baptists. Albert Wardin, the former pres-
ident of the Southern Baptists of the Unit-
ed States, shared his distinctive perspective
in the article titled “How Original Was the
Baptist Movement in the Russian Empire?”
He pointed out, “Baptists are not a cult with
some special revelation.” This movement
aims to align itself closely with the beliefs
and practices of the Apostolic Church while
spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to ev-
eryone, regardless of their nation (Vardin,
2009:160). This concept raises compelling
and scholarly questions that warrant explo-
ration from a theological standpoint. For
instance, various topics such as the com-
monalities and distinctions between the
Apostolic Church and Baptist traditions, as
well as aspects of faith and outreach efforts,
present rich avenues for investigation.

In 1606, John Smith and his compan-
ions distanced themselves from the pre-
dominant church, seeking refuge in Holland
where they could practice their faith freely.

During this period, Smith encountered the
beliefs of the Armenian and Mennonite con-
gregations. He wholeheartedly embraced
and articulated the concept that individu-
als should receive baptism in adulthood.
Furthermore, influenced by the humanist
movements that followed the Reformation,
he envisioned the possibility of uniting his
fellow evangelical Christians into a single
congregation, with Jesus as its leader. As
Shakespeare noted in 1907, “John Smith’s
belief was that Christianity was for all man-
kind, and that whoever would be saved
would be saved,” which stood in contrast to
the traditional Judeo-Christian perspective
that considered Jesus solely as a savior for
the Jewish people, (Shakespeare, 1907:147),
opposing the Judeo-Christian belief that Je-
sus was only for the Jews.

A faction of Baptists, led by Thomas
Helvis and John Merton, returned to En-
gland and established a congregation known
as the «General Baptists.» This movement
held beliefs that emphasized Jesus’ sacri-
fice on the cross as the means by which he
bore the sins of humanity. Salvation, they
argued, requires an individual to willingly
accept Jesus as divine; only then can they at-
tain salvation. It is believed that individuals
have the power to determine their own des-
tiny, enabling them to either secure or forfeit
their salvation. In 1612, Helvis and Merton’s
followers went back to London, where they
introduced their tenets, referred to as the
«Declaration of Faith.» According to this
declaration, Christians who worship outside
the church are seen as individuals seeking
repentance, trusting that Christ can trans-
form their lives and yield positive outcomes.
The declaration further posits that the true
spiritual church exists invisibly, comprised
solely of the spirits of virtuous and perfect
individuals. G. Robert Torbet notes in «His-
tory of Baptism» that during the period from
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1612 to 1626, the growth of Baptists in En-
gland was limited, with only five churches
and around 150 followers reported (Robert,
Torbet, 1993: 40). In his book «Religion in
Secular Society: A Sociological Analysis,»
American scholar R. Wilson highlighted the
urgency of the situation, noting that «the
number of Baptists in England in 1965 bare-
ly reached 267 thousand» (Wilson, 1966:
235). Many express their weariness with the
hypocrisy and materialism exhibited with-
in the church. In retaliation, they present a
manifesto that aligns with justice and truth.
Their aim is to free individuals from the
misconception that religion and the church
serve as avenues for personal gain, as well
as the limited view that pleasing God and
serving the church should result in tangible
benefits to one’s life. L.M. Mitrokhin, in his
publication «Baptism and Scientific Knowl-
edge,» mentions that «the Baptists’ declara-
tion asserts their commitment to two specific
principles”:

1) A person should be baptized and ac-
cepted into the church when they reach a
mature age, not in infancy;

2) Baptists called for their indepen-
dence and autonomy from the politicized ec-
clesiastical authority, which emerged when
the Anglican Church supplanted the papacy
and endeavored to dominate both secular
and religious power. They sought freedom
of conscience and self-governance from the
ruling authorities (Mitrokhin, 1969: 5). In
England, Baptists faced persecution until
1689; however, the enactment of the “Act
of Toleration” in that year allowed them
to practice their faith openly. Overall, the
growth of the Baptist movement in England
was gradual. By 1965, the number of regis-
tered Baptists had reached 267 thousand (R.
Wilson. 1966. 35).

The second faction of Baptistism took
shape in North America around 1633. By

1639, Roger Williams established the first
congregation. Initially, membership growth
was gradual, but in 1707, the Philadelphia
Association was formed, which spurred
rapid missionary work both domestically
and internationally. For instance, the num-
ber of adult Baptists rose from 35,000 in
1784 to 700,000 by 1850, reaching 4 million
by 1900. «In 1944, the number of African
American Baptists also rose, amounting to
6 million 433 thousand,» notes Lohuston
(1956: 4). Furthermore, «official global sta-
tistics in 1962 indicated that the total number
of Baptists was 24.3 million, with 21 million
residing in America,» according to Mitrokh-
in (1969: 6). By 2010, the percentage of
Baptists in the U.S. population was 51.5%,
approximately equating to 159.85 million in-
dividuals. As of 2023, the United States had
a population of approximately 331,449,281
individuals. Among them, around 170 mil-
lion people, or 55%, identified as Baptists.
According to Blatlock (2005: 50), there are
38 distinct Baptist denominations across the
country. It is important to note that Baptists
typically do not include minors in their de-
mographic counts. This religious movement
has roots in a faction known as the «Partic-
ularists,» who adhere to Calvinist teachings.
The Particularists believe that salvation is
reserved for those whom God has chosen.
Consequently, the atonement offered by Je-
sus is not intended for everyone but specifi-
cally for the elect—those who have faith in
Him. The Holy Spirit is believed to guide
and set apart these individuals. Particular-
ists tend to be meticulous in their religious
observances. Baptism is a common practice
in America, with several U.S. presidents
historically being affiliated with this move-
ment.

Contemporary scholars assert that there
was a period free of conflict during the ten-
ure of the four Baptist presidents, attributing
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their lack of involvement in warfare to their
religious beliefs. W. Stein concisely encap-
sulates this notion in his book “Baptism and
Modernity,” stating, “Among the ‘brethren
in Christ” are notable figures such as mil-
lionaire Rockefeller and Harry Truman, the
‘father of the atomic bomb,” among others”
(Stein, 1969: 4). However, we contend that
Truman’s decision to authorize the bombing
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 stemmed
not from religious convictions, but from a
strategic objective to quell Japan’s imperial
ambitions and expedite the conclusion of the
war. It was widely held that failure to cease
hostilities would result in further loss of life.
In contrast, Southern Baptists were instru-
mental in perpetuating slavery and systemic
racial inequality. This subject warrants fur-
ther investigation to comprehend the evolu-
tion of Protestant attitudes in America, their
perspectives on slavery, and the intertwining
religious and political contexts of that era.

Once it gained traction within the Russian
Empire, a branch of Evangelical Christianity
closely related to Baptist traditions emerged
in St. Petersburg, with its influence still ev-
ident in Kazakh regions today. The study of
Baptism holds significance in our country for
several reasons: John Smith’s theological per-
spectives offer intriguing and innovative con-
cepts for both religious studies and the broader
faith community. Smith emphasized the im-
portance of restoring both the essence of truth
and Christian morals to religious discourse. I
believe his assertions highlight key ideas such
as humanism and philanthropy. Therefore, we
find it valuable to further explore John Smith’s
thoughts on philosophy, politics, and religion
in greater depth.

Baptists have several differences from
Catholics, for example:

- The church is founded on the Bible,
and the Pope is not a saint in any sense. The
Pope doesn’t accept that he is sinless;

- A baptized person has the right to
understand the Bible in his own way, without
the intervention of the Pope. He has the right
to communicate with God in his language;

- Rejection of the seven apocryphal
writings;

- It rejects the Pope’s authority, sin
forgiveness, and Catholic sacraments such
as iconography, Mary’s deification, purga-
tory, and the secret church. It also opposes
Catholic indulgences and anyone who desire
to submit the human mind to anything else
than the Gospel;

- Good works are the result of faith,
but salvation comes via faith, not good acts;

- All Protestant churches are inde-
pendent;

- It 1s prohibited to pray in an incom-
prehensible language. The worshiper must
pray in their own language;

- Monasticism is not allowed: a priest
must be married;

- The Holy Spirit proceeds from the
Father and the Son. Jesus has two natures
and two wills (This creed agrees with the
Catholic faith).

An essential principle of baptism is its
missionary aspect, which involves the task
of baptizing all people. This notion is de-
rived from the Gospel of Matthew, specifi-
cally where it states: “Baptize all nations in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit,” along with the directive to
“Teach them to observe all that I have com-
manded you” (Matt. 28: 19-20). Addition-
ally, the Gospel of Mark emphasizes: “Go
into all the world and proclaim the Gospel
to every creature” (Mark 16: 15-16). Mis-
sionary endeavors are vigorously pursued
by both Protestant and Catholic churches.
In this context, the messages of the Gospel
provide differing views regarding Jesus as a
prophet sent to Israel, continuing the lega-
cy of prophets like Moses and Jacob. Fur-
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thermore, the Quran and the Gospel convey
negative portrayals of Christianity within
the scope of world religions, suggesting that
it is inappropriate to link missionary efforts
directly to Jesus. Essentially, Christ’s mis-
sion was to redeem the children of Israel,
while Christianity, as later articulated by
the Apostle Paul, evolved into the concept
of the Trinity and extended to other nations.
Paul’s unique theological development can
be traced back to his journey to Damascus
and his distinctive interpretation of the Gos-
pel (Paul, 2018:417).

In one of his addresses, he remarked,
“Jesus never claimed any of the things that
Paul articulated, including declaring him-
self as God.” Supporting this is Arthur Van-
dalay’s assertion in “The Open Universe,”
where he notes, “Paul established what has
come to be known as Christianity.” This faith
evolved into a global religion, and an early
form of missionary activity commenced.
The concept of baptism remains somewhat
controversial in scholarly discussions. This
is largely because Jesus’ apostles focused
their efforts solely on the Jewish populace,
adhering to Jesus’ words in the Gospel of
Matthew: “But Jesus said: I was sent only to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (15/25).
They perceived Jesus’ mission and sacrifice
as being solely for the Israelites, and the first
Jewish converts did not engage in outreach
to other communities. Similarly, the Quran,
in verse 49 of Surah Ali-Imran, states, “Al-
lah sent him (Jesus) as a messenger to the
Children of Israel,” indicating a path for
liberation that invites further theological ex-
ploration (Mamyrbayev, 2021: 25).

In 1965, the Second Vatican Council
promulgated a decree concerning evangeli-
zation, focusing on the missionary activities
of various churches. Historically, during the
Middle Ages, the term evangelization was
closely tied to spiritual matters. Nowadays,

it is primarily associated with the missionary
endeavors of Christians, collectively known
as the «people of God,» who make up the
Catholic Church (Borbasova, 2009: 29).

The Evangelical Christian Baptist
Church has been established in Kazakhstan
since the migration of German Mennonites
from the Samaria region of Russia through
Saratov towards the end of the 19th century,
continuing to the present. As of now, there
are 186 recognized Evangelical Christian
Baptist congregations actively functioning
throughout Kazakhstan.

Results and discussion

John Smith articulated that the church
needs to restore its apostolic legacy and
evolve a religious framework that remains
apolitical, while still upholding the foun-
dational tenets of the Reformation. He be-
lieved that European Christians acknowl-
edged the esteemed teachings of the Apostle
Paul, who reached out to Gentiles, viewing
this as essential for preserving spiritual in-
tegrity, safety, and stability. In his view, the
decline of the Christian faith stemmed from
a deviation during the Reformation, which,
in his opinion, became overly accommodat-
ing. Consequently, he asserted that believ-
ers had strayed from their authentic spiritual
roots. This disconnection led to a fragment-
ed Christian community, plagued by «mis-
understandings,» which subsequently had
to bear significant consequences for the
pursuit of tranquility. John Smith was in full
agreement with the perspective that individ-
uals ought to undergo baptism in adulthood.
Moreover, propelled by the currents of
post-Reformation humanism, there emerged
a vision to bring together their evangelical
Christian companions into a single church,
with Jesus as its leader. “John Smith be-
lieved in Christianity as a faith meant for
all humanity, asserting that anyone who
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desires to be saved shall indeed find salva-
tion” (Shakespeare, 1907: 147), which laid
the groundwork for expanded missionary ef-
forts. This article explores the dichotomous
split within the apostolic church, examining
its teachings and the extent of Jesus’ pro-
phetic mission, alongside the apostle Paul’s
interpretation of universal salvation.

Following the rise of the Baptists, the
main divisions emerged within the English
and American communities. A faction led by
Thomas Helves and John Merton established
the «General Baptist» church in England,
adhering to the «Declaration of Faith.» This
belief system asserts that through his cruci-
fixion, Jesus bore the sins of humanity, and
individuals must willingly acknowledge Je-
sus as God to attain salvation. This group
emphasizes that God has bestowed the re-
sponsibility of one’s fate upon each person.
The other branch of Baptists, known as the
«Individual Baptists,» originated in North
America in 1633 under the guidance of Rog-
er Williams, aligning with the doctrines of
the «Philadelphia Association.» Initially,
growth was gradual, but by 1707, a signifi-
cant push for missionary efforts began both
in the United States and internationally. The
variances and foundational principles of
these two Baptist orientations are often ex-
amined and compared..

Consequently, we explored the under-
lying factors that led to the formation of the
Baptist Church, which has its roots in an-
cient Christianity, its resurgence during the
Reformation, and the diverse methods of
missionary activities in both England and the
United States. In this context, an evaluation
was conducted regarding the Baptists who
arrived in Kazakhstan via Russian lands.

Conclusion
In summary, the principles and objec-
tives—religious, political, and social—of

Evangelical Christians-Baptists within the
Protestant movement originated in the 17th
century amid the ongoing Reformation. This
movement arose as a reaction to the confor-
mity imposed by the Catholic papacy and
the Anglican Church. It has been observed
that the «faith of individuals» was shaped
by various factors, including political, reli-
gious, social, economic, and theological per-
spectives, which ultimately resulted in the
emergence and fragmentation of over 1,000
distinct Protestant groups. Furthermore, the
advent of the Baptist movement as a nota-
ble religious community was significantly
influenced by the contemporary religious
and political climate, as well as by tensions
between the monarchy and the populace
during that era.

The primary factors contributing to
the emergence of John Smith, the founder
of Baptistism, as well as the challenges he
aimed to address, were examined. Various
strategies for establishing divine justice and
promoting humanism were outlined, along-
side efforts to rejuvenate the church and ad-
vocate for the restoration of the “Apostolic
Legacy” that had been severed by the Cath-
olic and Anglican Churches. The dynamics
of the relationship between church and state
were scrutinized, with particular attention
paid to how the politicization of religion has
led to the erosion of its core principles.

The comparative analysis was conduct-
ed on the «Declaration of Faith» created by
the Baptist movement in England in 1612
and the «Philadelphia Association» estab-
lished by the Baptist community in the Unit-
ed States in 1707. This examination high-
lighted both the shared principles found in
these documents and their unique features.
One area that merits further exploration
within these texts is the inclination toward
financial gain associated with an individu-
al’s faith in God and religious beliefs. The
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declaration illustrates how a person’s pursuit
of profit can lead to a diminishment of their
moral integrity concerning religion, conse-
quently steering them away from genuine,
selfless connections and towards more mer-
cenary interactions.

This analysis delves into the distinctive
characteristics of Baptist religious beliefs in
the United States and conveys them to the
audience. It presents statistical insights in-
dicating a remarkable growth in the num-
ber of followers, escalating from 35,000 in
1784 to 170 million by 2023. Additionally,
it highlights the agreement of U.S. President
Truman, a Baptist himself, regarding the de-
cision to utilize atomic bombs in Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in 1945. The discussion also
touches upon the religious stances related to
racial discrimination and the institution of
slavery.

The findings of the anti-synthesis ap-
proach were revealed, drawing comparisons

between the Baptist denomination and the
Catholic Church. The exploration of the
baptismal significance within the Christian
community was conducted by examining the
teachings found in the Holy Bible and the
Quran, with relevant findings presented. The
SWOT analysis highlighted the strengths,
historical context, and foundational ideas re-
lated to the early Baptist movements, along-
side John Smith’s perspectives, which are
both innovative and beneficial for national
scholarship and faith communities. A noted
concern is the influence of Baptist Church
activities on the conventional religious per-
ceptions in our nation. Additionally, a nota-
ble deficiency exists in domestic religious
studies, representing a weakness in the field.
We propose that a broader exploration of this
topic will facilitate a clearer identification of
both primary and secondary objectives of
Evangelical Christian Baptists recognized in
our country, grounded in scientific inquiry.

References
1. Antonov, N. V. (2007). Judaism ot A do Ia, Vostok - Zapod, - 276 (in Russian).
2. Borbasova, Q. M. (2009). Missionary work among Evangelical Christians in
Kazakhstan. QazUU Habarshysy. #2(33) 20-24. - Almaty (in Kazakh).
3. Blatlock, J. C. (2005). Baptist Groups in America. Jacksonville, Texas: Baptist

Missionary.

4. Dwiraharjo, S., Putrawan, BK, Angel, JD, Noviana, R., Bulan, SE, & Carey, STTMW
(2023). Efforts to Unite Diversity in an Indonesian Baptist Church Context: An Ecumenical
Perspective based on John 17: 20-21. Pharos Journal of Theology No. 1 ( 104 ) .- 20-21.

5. Henry, C. V. (1967). A Short History of Baptists. - The Hudson Press. - 488.

6. Kowalski, M. (2021). Baptism — the Revelation of the Filial Identity of Jesus and the
Christian. — The Biblical Annals, #11(3) — Poland.

7. Lohuston, RF. (1956). The Religion of Negro Protestants. - New York. - 278.

8. Mitrohin, L.M. (1997). Baptizm story I sovremennost’ (philosophical-sociological

essays) SPB.: RHGI, — 480 (in Russian).

9. Mitrohin. L.M. (1969). Baptizm I nauchnaya znanya. - Moscow. “Znanie”, - 60 (in

Russian).

10. Munkyz ibn Muhmud As-Sakkar. (2009). Bog edinyi ili Troica. Pervoe russkoe izdanie,

— 302 (in Russian).

11. Mamyrbaev, D.Zh. (2021). Kazaktar hristi y an bolgan ba? Boyauli dinder. Almaty,

Daiyr baspasy, — 170 (in Kazakh)



HNCITAMTAHRY 3EPTTEVJIEPI Frumeivu sxypran \M J
RESEARCH IN ISLAMIC STUDIES Scientific journal l
NUR-MUBARAK

daale Alaa dpadla) bl ol o &g S

95

Ne4 (04) 2024

12. Payne, E. A. (1944). The Free Church tradition in the life of England. London: SCM
Press, — 158 (in English).

13. Paul, N. A. (2018). Encounter, Dissonance, and Reflection in the Dialectical Development
of Paul’s Theology. Faculty Publications - College of Christian Studies. No. 3 (24) - Newberg.

14. Robert, G. Torbet, A . (1993). History of the Baptists . - Judson press. - 575.

15. Shakespeare. J. H. (1907). Baptist and Congregational Pioneers. - London. - 220.

16. Shtein, B.(1969). Baptizm I sovremennost’ (Material v pomosh’lektoram, vystupaiushim
na atheisticheskie temy). - Alma-ata. Obshestva «Znanie» KazSSR , - 35 (in Russian).

17. Tolstoi, L. N. (1919). Hristyanstvo pervih vekov, Mysli o veri. Moscow, Izd. O bshestva
Istennoy Svabody, — 31 (in Russian).

18. Vardin, A. (2009). Theological Reflections: Euro-Asian Journal of Theology. #10 — 184
(in Russian).

19. Wilson, R. (1966). Religion in Secular Society, a Sociological Comment. — London , — 235
(in English)

20. Wilson, R. (1966). Religion in Secular Society, a Sociological Comment. - London. - 235.

21. Zwingli, U. (2016). Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531): selected works. University of Penn-
sylvania Press. — 123.



