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ABCATTAP AEPBUCAJIN U ET'O METOIUKA
NCCIIEJOBAHUA PEJIMT'NO3HBIX NCTOYHUKOB

Omap6exoBa Kynabi3 Typranksizsl
Lentpansuas HayuHas 6udnuorexka PI'TI «FbutbiM opaackl», OTAET PEAKUX KHUT

Angarna: Makanaga meix O6carrap JlepOicom yCTa3mblH 9iCHAMACH, ACPCKKO3ICPIi
3epTTEyIeri O31HIK KO3Kapachl KoHE CHOCTIHIH IIBIFBICTAHY YIIIH MaHBI3bI TajnaHanubl. Ka-
3aKTBIH KOPHEKTI IIBIFBICTAHYIIBI FAJIBIMBI, TUIIOMaThl ©0carTtap [epbOicani Kazakcran men
OpTainblk A3MsAarsl TApUXU-MOJICHH 3epTTEYIEepIiH AaMybIHa 30p yiec KocThl. OHBIH 9jicTe-
Meci TepeH MoHapalbIK KIHE SPTYPIIl IEPEKKo3 TYpJIepiH jKaH-)KaKThl NaliaJaHyMeH CUIaTTa-
nanel. CaHanbl FYMBIPBIH FBUIBIM-OLTIMIE apHarm, op caiazna cy0eni Mypa KajaasIpisl. 3epTrey
OHBIH JPTYPJIi ICPEKKO3 TYPJICPiH, COHBIH IMIH/C jKa30aIiia, apXeoIoTUsIIBIK KOHE dTHOTpadu-
SUTBIK MOJTIMETTEP/Il KeIICH/1 TallIayblH 3€PTTEIl, OHbIH ChIHH YKOHE CAJIBICTHIPMAaIIbl KO3KapaChl-
Ha ama tyceni. CoHbIMEH Karap, OHBIH AMIHPHUKAJIBIK 3epTTeyiepi MeH oHbIH Ka3akcTaHnarsl
HCcIlaMJIaHy YJepiCiH, OPTaFachIpIIbIK Kajlalap/IblH apXeOoJIOTHSCHIH JKOHE TYPKI XaJIbIKTapbIHBIH
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MOJICHHMETIH TYCiHyneri peiiH kepcerexi. XKammbl, meix Obcarrap [epbicaninin oaicremeci
UIBIFBICTAHY CATACBIHIAFI FRUIBIME JTUCKYPCTHI OaifbiTa OThIpbI, OpTanblk A3HSIHBIH TapUXBI
MCH MOJICHHUETIH 3epTTEyTe KEIICH I Ko3KapacThl OUTIIpesi.

Tyiiin ce3aep: METOIONOTHs, OPTAFACKIPIBIK apad JepeKTepi, Tanay, 3epTrey Tociaaepi,
HWcnam niHi, 1epekke3nep.
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Abstract: The article provides an analysis of Sheikh Abdussattar Derbissali’s methodology
and his unique approach to the study of sources, as well as the significance of his work in
Oriental studies. Sheikh Abdussattar Derbissali, a distinguished professor of Oriental studies
and diplomacy in Kazakhstan, made a significant contribution to the development of historical
and cultural studies in Kazakhstan and Central Asia. His methodology is characterized by deep
interdisciplinarity and a comprehensive use of various types of sources. He dedicated his life
to science and education, leaving a notable legacy in both fields. The research examines his
thorough analysis of various types of sources, including written, archacological, and ethnographic
materials, highlighting his critical and comparative approach. Additionally, the article focuses on
his empirical research and its role in understanding the process of Islamization in Kazakhstan,
the archaeology of ancient medieval cities, and the culture of Turkic peoples. Overall, Sheikh
Abdussattar Derbissali’s methodology represents a holistic approach to studying the history and
culture of Central Asia, enriching the scholarly dialogue in Oriental studies.

Keywords: methodology, medieval Arabic sources, analysis, research methods, Islamic
religion, sources.

AnHoTanmsi: B crarbe aHanmmsupyercst METOJOJIOTHs akajneMuka Abcarrap JlepOucanm,
€ro YHHKaJbHBIH MOAXOJ K U3YyYEHHIO UCTOYHUKOB M 3HAUYCHHE €ro paboThI JJIsi BOCTOKOBEIE-
nust. Ileiix Ab6carrap [lepOucanym kak BbLIAIOIIMIICS Ka3aXxCTAHCKUIT BOCTOKOBE M TUTIIIOMAT,
BHEC 3HAUUTEIBbHBIN BKJIJ B pa3sBUTHE HUCTOPUKO-KYIBTYpHBIX HcciefoBaHuil B Kazaxcrane
n llenrpanpuoit Asun. Ero meromonoruio xapakrepusyer niyOoKash MEXIUCHUILTMHAPHOCTD
U BCECTOPOHHEE HCTIOJIb30BaHME PA3IMYHBIX TUIIOB UCTOUHUKOB. OH MOCBSITUI CBOIO >KHU3HB
Hayke M 00pa30BaHUIO, OCTABUB 3aMETHOE Haclle[que B pa3lIMuHbIX oOnacTsax. MccnenoBaHue
yIIyONsieTcst B €ro KOMIUIEKCHBIM aHajiu3 Pa3iMYHbIX THIIOB MCTOYHUKOB, BKJIFOYAsl ITHMChMEH-
HBIE, apXCOJIOTMYECKHE U dTHOTrpaduueckue, MpoJiBas CBET Ha €ro KPUTHYECKHH M CpaBHU-
TeNbHBIN Toaxo1. KpoMe Toro, oHO MoguepKUBaeT €ro SMIUPUYECKHE UCCISIOBAHUS U UX POJIb
B MIOHMMAaHMHU Tpolecca ucaamusanuu B Kasaxcrane, apXeonoruu cpeHeBEKOBBIX TOPOIOB U
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KyJIBTYPBI TFOPKCKHX HapoaoB. B 1iesom metononorus akagemuka Adcarrapa JlepOucanu npen-
cTaBiseT co0Ol BCECTOPOHHUIT MOAXO]] K M3yUSHHUIO HCTOPUH U KyIbTypbl LleHTpanbHoit Azum,
oborariasi y4eHbli JUCKypC B 00JaCTH BOCTOKOBE/ICHHSI.

KoaioueBble ciioBa: METO/10JI0THS, CPEIHEBEKOBBIC apaOCKKe JaHHbIE, aHAJTN3, METObI UC-

cJIieAOBaHus, UCJIaMCKas peJIurus, HICTOYHUKH.

Introduction

Absattar Derbisali is a renowned Ka-
zakhstani orientalist and diplomat whose
scientific work has made a significant contri-
bution to the development of historical and
cultural studies in Kazakhstan and Central
Asia as a whole. His methodological ap-
proach is characterized by deep interdisci-
plinarity and comprehensive use of various
types of sources. This article is dedicated to
the analysis of Derbisali’s methodology, his
unique approach to studying sources, and the
significance of his work for oriental studies.

Sheikh Absattar Derbisali, following
in the footsteps of the scholars of the Great
Steppe of Kazakhstan, devoted his con-
scious life to science and education until the
very end, firmly adhering to high moral prin-
ciples and living an exemplary life. To this
day, numerous articles and memoirs have
been published about the life and work of
teacher Absattar Derbisali.

There is no doubt that Absattar Derbisa-
li is one of the noble citizens of our country.
In his time, with his foresight, he actively
participated in the founding of the Faculty
of Oriental Studies at Al-Farabi Kazakh Na-
tional University, which prepares specialists
and researchers with deep knowledge of
Eastern languages, literature, culture, and
history. In 1989-1991, he served as the first
dean of this faculty.

In 1991, when our country declared its
independence from world and took the first
steps in diplomatic, economic, political, his-
torical, cultural, and friendly relations with

Eastern countries as an independent state,
Absattar Derbisali’s best students began to
work in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Kazakhstan. Therefore, the
outstanding contribution of the great teacher
to Kazakhstani national diplomacy is a sep-
arate topic. At the same time, starting from
2000, there are all reasons to say that his
service as the Chairman of the Spiritual Ad-
ministration of Muslims of Kazakhstan, the
Chief Mulfti, is a vivid evidence of the wor-
thy work of a scientist who has contributed
to the spirituality of the nation, the develop-
ment in the field of religion, and the increase
of religious literacy of the people.

Since the independence of our country,
it has been very important for the Kazakh
people to find information about the life
and work of many historical figures born
in the Kazakh steppe and to introduce them
to the public. In this direction, the purpose-
ful scientist Derbisali has done commend-
able work. He compiled a list of names of
many great scholars originating from an-
cient cities such as Taraz, Syganak, Farab,
Otrar, Sayram, Turkistan, and scientifical-
ly analyzed each of them based on written
data in Arabic, identified their works, and
introduced them into scientific circulation.
Currently, the collection of unique and valu-
able works from the pen of Sheikh Absattar
Derbisali occupies a worthy place in our na-
tional library fund, and each of them directs
fundamental research in the recognition of
our historical figures and the development of
domestic science and education.
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Summarizing, the personality of Sheikh
Absattar Derbisali can be described as fol-
lows: a) a linguist; b) a translator; c) a liter-
ary critic; d) a diplomat; e) an orientalist; f)
a specialist in sources; g) a religious schol-
ar; and h) an Islamic scholar. His students,
speaking about him, write: “integrity, nobil-
ity, openness, consistency, knowledge and
wisdom, heroism, generosity, and sagacity”
'are his qualities. Therefore, he is described
as “an octal (noble) figure,” meaning he em-
bodies qualities such as “nobility, honesty,
breadth of view, dignity, scholarship and
knowledge, heroism, wealth, and common
sense.”

Main part

One of the key features of Adsattar
Derbisali’s methodology is the comprehen-
sive analysis of various types of sources.
He paid special attention to written sources.
In his research, Arabic, Persian, and Turkic
texts are actively used, including chronicles,
geographical works, and religious writings.
Absattar Derbisali analyzed not only the
content of these sources but also the context
of their creation: authorship, time, and place
of writing, as well as the goals pursued by
the authors.

Arabic chronicles and geographical
works provide valuable information about
events in Central Asia. For example, the
works of authors such as Al-Idrisi and Ibn
Khaldun contain descriptions of regions and
peoples, their culture, and political situation.
Absattar Derbisali studied these sources,
identifying their significance for the recon-
struction of historical processes.

Persian texts, such as Ferdowsi’s
“Shahnameh,” are also an important source

of information about Turkic peoples and
their interaction with the Persian world. Ab-
sattar Derbisali analyzed literary works and
historical chronicles to identify the influence
of Persian culture on Central Asia and vice
versa.

Archaeological data

Archaeological research occupies an
important place in the methodology of the
scientist Adsattar Derbisali. He actively
participated in field expeditions and exca-
vations, which allowed him to personally
collect and analyze artifacts. Archaeological
finds are used to test hypotheses and cor-
relate with written sources, which increases
the reliability of his conclusions. For exam-
ple, excavations of medieval cities such as
Otrar and Taraz provided valuable data on
urban life, trade, and cultural exchanges.
Absattar Derbisali used this data to analyze
the economic and social structures of medi-
eval Central Asia. He also paid attention to
the architectural and artistic features of the
artifacts found, allowing him to draw con-
clusions about cultural influences and con-
nections in the region.

Ethnographic data

Ethnographic research also plays an
important role in Adsattar Derbisali’s meth-
odology. He analyzed the traditions, cus-
toms, and oral traditions of contemporary
Kazakhs and other peoples of Central Asia,
considering them as a source of information
about the past. Ethnographic data helps to
understand how historical events and cul-
tural influences are reflected in folk memory
and everyday life.

Studying contemporary customs and

1 1II.C. Kanunena «KasaxcTan ibIK IBIFICTAHY 5KoHe akaaeMuk O6cartap epbicani». Makana on-Dapabu
areinarel KasYV xabapuisicsl, [lbirsictany cepusicsl Ne4 (99), 134-6et, Anmatsl «Kazak yHHBEpCHTETI»

2021x.
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traditions helps to identify the continuity of
cultural practices and their changes under
the influence of external factors. Absattar
Derbisali studied how Islamic traditions
were integrated into local customs and how
they changed social structures and cultural
norms. This allowed him to gain a deeper
understanding of the processes of Islam-
ization in the region and their influence on
modern Kazakh society.

Interdisciplinary approach

Adsatter Derbisali’s methodology is
characterized by an interdisciplinary ap-
proach, which allowed him to achieve a
deeper understanding of the objects under
study. He integrated methods and knowl-
edge from history, philology, archaeology,
and religious studies, expanding the analyti-
cal capabilities of his research.

Historical-critical method

The historical-critical method is an
important element of Adsatter Derbisali’s
methodology. He subjected sources to criti-
cal analysis, verifying their authenticity and
comparing data from various sources. This
approach helped avoid one-sided interpreta-
tions and ensured the objectivity of the re-
sults.

Absattar Derbisali carefully analyzed
texts, identifying possible distortions and bi-
ases of the authors. He compared data from
Arabic and Persian sources with archaeolog-
ical findings and ethnographic information,
which allowed him to accurately reconstruct
historical events and processes. Critical
analysis also helped identify the influence of
political and ideological factors on the con-
tent of sources.

Comparative Analysis
The scholar actively used the method

of comparative analysis, comparing data
from different cultural and historical con-
texts. This allowed him to identify common
patterns and unique features of the develop-
ment of societies in Central Asia and their
interaction with other cultures.

Comparative analysis included the
study of interactions between Turkic, Ar-
abic, and Persian cultures, their mutual
influences, and exchanges. Absattar Der-
bisali explored how cultural and religious
traditions adapted to new conditions and
how they influenced the development of lo-
cal societies. For example, he analyzed the
spread of Islamic culture and its interaction
with Turkic customs, which allowed him to
identify processes of acculturation and syn-
cretism.

Empirical Research

Empirical research played an important
role in the methodology of the scientist. By
participating in field research and archaco-
logical excavations, he collected primary
data, which he used to test hypotheses and
theoretical constructs. Personal experience
in field conditions enriched his research and
gave it additional scientific significance.

Absattar Derbisali conducted expedi-

tions to various regions of Kazakhstan and
neighboring countries, studying archaeolog-
ical sites and cultural artifacts. These studies
allowed him to gather unique data on mate-
rial culture, trade routes, and economic ties
in Central Asia. Empirical data also helped
refine the chronology of historical events
and identify regional peculiarities.

Study of Islamization in Kazakhstan

One of the vivid examples of the appli-
cation of Sheikh Absattar Derbisali’s meth-
odology is his research on the process of
Islamization in Kazakhstan. He studied how
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Islam penetrated the territory of Kazakh-
stan, what factors contributed to its spread,
and how it integrated into local cultural and
social structures.

Using a comprehensive analysis of
written and archaeological sources, Absattar
Derbisali identified stages of the spread of Is-
lam and its influence on Kazakh society. He
also explored how Islamic traditions adapt-
ed to local customs and how they changed
social and cultural norms. These studies
allowed him to draw conclusions about the
specifics of Islamization in Kazakhstan and
its differences from other regions of Central
Asia.

Archaeological studies of medieval
cities

Another important direction of Sheikh
Absattar Derbisali’s research was archaeo-
logical studies of medieval cities in Kazakh-
stan. He participated in excavations of such
cities as Otrar and Taraz, studying their ar-
chitectural and cultural features.

Using data from archaeological excava-
tions, Derbisali analyzed the economic and
social structure of these cities, their role in
regional trade, and cultural exchanges. He
also studied how different ethnic and reli-
gious groups interacted in these cities and
how it influenced their development. These
studies helped to better understand the dy-
namics of urban life and its influence on the
development of the region.

Study of turkic writing and culture

Absattar Derbisali also studied Turkic
writing and culture, especially their reflec-
tion in Arabic and Persian sources. He ana-
lyzed how Turkic culture was perceived and
described by Arabic and Persian authors,
and what aspects of Turkic culture they con-
sidered important and why.

Comparative analysis helped identify
common features and differences in descrip-
tions of Turkic culture in various sources.
Derbisali also studied how Turkic writing
developed under the influence of Arabic
and Persian cultures, which elements were
preserved, and which changed. These stud-
ies contributed to a deeper understanding of
cultural interactions in the region and their
influence on the development of writing and
literature.

Brief analysis of the scientific activi-
ties of Adsattar Derbisali

Sheikh Absattar Derbisali was an out-
standing scholar and educator who, while
fulfilling state duties, remained deeply en-
gaged in scientific research, successfully
balancing administrative and organization-
al tasks with academic work. His research
primarily covered several areas, with a
particular focus on Eastern literature and
culture. Sheikh Absattar Derbisali actively
conducted research in foreign libraries and
archives, collecting scientific works and nu-
merous written documents, subjecting them
to scholarly scrutiny, and presenting them
to the public. His work “Arabic Literature:
The Classical Era” represents a significant
contribution to the study of the classical pe-
riod of Arabic literature. In this research, he
meticulously analyzes the major works and
authors of classical Arabic literature.

Absattar Derbisali conducted compre-
hensive research on Arabic-language litera-
ture in Morocco, the result of which was the
publication of his work “Arabic-Language
Literature in Morocco: Key Stages of De-
velopment.” In this work, the scholar exam-
ines the stages of development of Moroccan
literature and analyzes the known works
and creative output of leading figures in
the country’s literature. He highlighted the



HNCIAMTAHY 3EPTTEWIEPI Frutbivu xxypHan
RESEARCH IN ISLAMIC STUDIES Scientific journal

e lae L) cila jal B &gy

NYU

NUR-MUBARAK

215

Ne3 (03) 2024

ey

unique features of Moroccan literature and
explained its development across different
historical stages.

To be more precise, in the late 11th
and early 12th centuries, Morocco began to
develop its own literature, and in the 13th
century, notable writers and famous po-
ets emerged. By thoroughly studying Ara-
bic-language literature in Morocco, Absattar
Derbisalipays attention to the genres of lit-
erature in this country. Works dedicated to
the history and theory of Arabic literature
in Morocco, published in the 1980s, remain
highly important to this day. It is worth not-
ing that the scholar and translator Absattar
Derbisali translated Arabic-language sourc-
es, used in his research, directly from the
original into Kazakh. This is significant be-
cause at that time such texts usually trans-
lated into Kazakh via Russian. The works of
the orientalist were published under the ti-
tles “Arab Adabiyeti” (“Arabic Literature”)
in 1982 and “Shynyrav bulaktar” (“Deep
Springs”) in 1983.

A special place in the works of Sheikh
Absattar Derbisali is occupied by his work
“Stars of the Kazakh Steppe,” published in
1995. It can be said that this book contains
unique information. The first part of the
book called as “The River that Began with a
Stream.” Uzbekali Zhanibekov writes about
this in the preface to the book: “... In ‘Stars
of the Kazakh Steppe,’ for the first time in
the history of the culture, science, litera-
ture, and art of Kazakhstan, deep roots are
discussed, which they possess. Like a river
beginning with a stream, the essence of his-
torical-philological research of new cultural
paths lies precisely in this...”* he concludes.

The first section of the first chapter,
“Zhylgadan aqqan dariya” (“The River that
Began with a Stream”), is called “The Civ-

ilization of Otrar and Otrar Scholars” and
contains information about such scholars as
Al-Farabi and Al-Jawhari. In particular, data
on Abu Nasr Al-Farabi, Abu Ibrahim Ishak
Al-Farabi, Ismail Al-Jawhari Al-Farabi, Al-
yam Ad-Din Al-Jawhari, Burhan Ad-Din Al-
Jawhari, Burhan Ad-Din Ahmed Al-Farabi,
Abu al-Qasim Al-Farabi, Mahmud Al-Fara-
bi, Kaum Ad-Din Al-Farabi, Maula Muham-
mad Al-Farabi, Badr Ad-Din Al-Farabi, and
Ismail Al-Husayni Al-Farabi are provided.
The second section discusses the “Wisdom
of Ancient Sayram and Turkestan,” while
the third section is titled “Outstanding Fig-
ures of the Syr Darya.”

The second part of the book called
“New Paths of Culture”: the first section is
dedicated to “Talents from Taraz,” the sec-
ond section to “Forgotten Treasures” and the
third to “Monuments of Antiquity.” Thus,
for the first time, the Kazakh-speaking au-
dience became acquainted with the heritage
of their ancestors. Despite its small volume,
this work remains a valuable source, indicat-
ing the path to the study of ancestral heritage
and providing an understanding of it.

Sheikh Absattar Derbisali has numer-
ous other valuable works. For instance, he
focused on the life and creativity of Muham-
mad Khaidar Dulati, researched him, and
contributed to the translation of the work
«Tarikh-i-Rashidi» into Kazakh. Additional-
ly, he translated the legacy of Hibatullah al-
Tarazi from Arabic manuscript sources and
published a book titled «Hibatullah al-Tarazi
and His Spiritual Legacy.» Distinguished
orientalist and Sheikh Absattar Derbisali
noted: «If we set aside the Turkic period and
explore the spiritual written heritage start-
ing at least from the 9th century, we will
see its enormous significance. Our land had
several cultural, scientific, literary, and spir-

2 O6carrap Jlepbiconues. «Kazak janachHbIH KyIbI3AapED — AnMaTel, Payan 1995 (56)
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itual centers, such as Otrar, Isfijab (Sairam),
Turkestan, Sygnak, Zhent, Barsiankent,
Taraz, Merki, Balasagun,»® emphasizing the
importance of continuing research in this di-
rection.

Based on the scientific research of
Sheikh Absattar Derbisali, it was proven
that in the 10th to 16th centuries, besides
Abu Nasr al-Farabi, such globally renowned
scholars as Abu al-Qasim al-Farabi, Ismail
al-Jauhari al-Farabi, Abu Ibrahim Ishaq
al-Farabi, Mahmud al-Farabi, Ismail al-Hu-
sayni al-Farabi, Kaum ad-Din al-Itkani, Badr
ad-Din al-Farabi, and al-Farabi at-Turkistani
originated from Otrar. These facts were con-
firmed based on written sources.

In 2008, Professor Absattar Derbisali
presented a collection of historical-philolog-
ical and theological studies, essays, sketches,
and interviews titled «Islamnyn zhatharlary
men zhadigerlikteri» («Pearls and Treasures
of Islamy), consisting of five parts. The first
part of this comprehensive work is titled
«Islam: Religion and Civilization.» It pro-
vides information about the sacred book Qu-
ran, the last prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him), his birth (Mawlid), the night of
Isra and Miraj, the night of Qadr, as well as
about Imam al-Bukhari and the great Imam
Abu Hanifa.

The second part, «Wise Children of
Islam and Their Legacy,» includes several
sections where scholars are presented ac-
cording to their places of origin. The sec-
tion on regional thinkers contains informa-
tion about Abu Muhammad al-Mugqaddasi
al-Farabi, Yahya ibn Ahmad Abu Zakariya
al-Farabi, Abu al-Fadl Siddiq al-Farabi,
Sa’ad al-Mulik al-Wasidji (al-Farabi), Abd
al-Samad al-Farabi, Abu Ali Hasan al-Fara-
bi, Husam ad-Din Otrari, Kaum ad-Din
al-Itkani al-Farabi al-Turkistani, and other

scholars. Also, scholars from Shaugar, Yasy,
and Turkestan are discussed, such as Abu
al-Hasan al-Shaugari, Abu Muhammad Ab-
dallah ibn Muhammad al-Shaugari al-Mus-
tamli, Ali ibn al-Hasan al-Shaugari, Hamdan
ibn Ahmad al-Shaugari, Sheikh Abd Allah
al-Kashmiri, Abu al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Mu-
hammad al-Yassaui, Hodja Ahmed Yassaui,
Sheikh Shams ad-Din at-Turkmani al-Bani-
pati, Kamil ibn Mirza Ahmad al-Yassaui ibn
Malik Muhammad al-Tashkandi (al-Kash-
miri), Sheikh Nur al-Hadi ibn Abd Allah ibn
Muhammad Fadl al-Yassaui, Abu at-Tayyib
Ahmad ibn Mustafa ibn al-Mughayin ar-
Rafigi al-Kashmiri, Imam Zamin Turkes-
tani, as well as representatives from Jenda,
Isfijab-Sairam, and other places. The third
part, «Hold onto Faith in Fortresses,» nar-
rates about mosques and madrasas in Ka-
zakhstan, as well as significant religious
meetings in the country.

The fourth part, «Observations and
Impressions,» consists of nine chapters: 1.
Prayers in Mecca and Medina; 2. In Sham;
3. Light of Distant Stars; 4. Pearls of Mav-
erannahr; 5. Globalization and the Islamic
Ummabh; 6. Istanbul. Relics of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) in Top-
kapi; 7. Iran: Echo of the Ancient World; 8.
Islamic Monuments of Spain; 9. Berlin Con-
ference. The fifth part, «Religious Interests
- People’s Interests,» includes interviews.
In these works, ancient monuments and the
best examples of Islamic literature and cul-
ture were specifically studied for the first
time in Kazakh science. It is also asserted
in them that Islam is not only a religion but
also a great civilization.

Indeed, with the advent of Islam, many
great personalities have carved their place
in the annals of history, among whom was

3 A6carrap Jlep6ucanues. BocTokoBe — yueHblii — yautens. Anmatel, 1997, cTp. 65
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the last prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him), portrayed vividly. Also, details about
the life of Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) are compiled. Important infor-
mation about Imam Abu Hanifa is provid-
ed based on Arabic sources. Examining this
work, one can say it serves as an expanded
version of the historical-philosophical study
«Stars of the Kazakh Steppe.» The scholar
himself notes: «Yes, all these chapters are
new and unique. After reading them, you
will feel like you are continuing the histor-
ical-philosophical research of ‘Stars of the
Kazakh Steppe,’ published in 1995. ‘Stars of
the Kazakh Steppe’ mentioned 11 thinkers
from Otrar, while here, nine new scholars
from Farab, nine sages from Shaugar-Yasy,
22 thinkers from Sairam, around 20 eminent
figures from Jenda and Usbanikas, 10 schol-
ars from Taraz, and five thinkers from Sheldi
and Zhikeli are presented. All these figures
were previously unknown in Kazakhstany *
which confirms our opinion.

Sheikh Absattar Derbisali created an
extensive work titled «Rukhaniyat zhefie
orkeniety («Spirituality and Civilizationy)
(research and articles) consisting of 712
pages, which comprises seven chapters. The
first chapter, «Islam - A Great Religion,» is
dedicated to Islam, which Kazakhs and Cen-
tral Asian peoples have been professing for
a thousand years. It illuminates the history
of Islam, the Hanafi school of jurisprudence,
the Maturidi creed, the peculiarities of our
traditional religion, the connection of reli-
gion with the Homeland, as well as the role
of Islam in the lives of youth. In the second
chapter, «Islam - A Great Civilization,» the
written monuments closely related to the
Islamic culture of our people are discussed,
along with outstanding representatives such

as scholars from Otrar, Sygnak, and oth-
er cities. The third chapter, «Experience of
Congresses and Conferences,» contains the
speeches of Absattar Hajji Derbisali at the
First Congress of Leaders of World and Tra-
ditional Religions, held in Astana in 2003.
The fourth chapter, «Interviews,» presents
the full texts of interviews conducted by
Absattar Hajji Derbisali for the newspaper
«Zhaz Kazak» on the topic «Do Not Seek
Sensations in Religion,» as well as for the
newspapers «Dala men qala,» «Turkestan,»
«Egemen Kazakhstan,» and for the Rus-
sian-language publication «Vechernaya Al-
maty.» The main focus in these interviews is
on religion and the current issues related to
it. The fifth chapter, «Biographical Sketch-
es,» gathers Absattar Hajji Derbisali’s rem-
iniscences of his life journey, encounters
with scholars, statesmen, public figures,
prominent cultural figures, and other out-
standing personalities who influenced his
life and scientific activities. The peculiarity
of this chapter lies in the fact that the rem-
iniscences are presented in two languages
- Kazakh and Russian. The sixth chapter,
«Travel Notes,» is dedicated to important
meetings and research conducted by schol-
ars during his numerous trips abroad, as well
as the results achieved during these trips.
For example, this chapter contains notes
about a trip to India, where the tomb of the
first Kazakh historian and poet Muhammad
Khaidar Dulati (1499-1551) was found, as
well as about meetings with scholars and
sheikhs in Egypt. An important feature of
the chapter is the presence of photographs
taken during the meetings. The seventh
chapter, «Thoughts about a Contemporary
- Scholar, Mufti, Public Figure,» is devoted
to the reminiscences of scholars, statesmen,

4 Illeiix O6cartap Kaxnsl Jepbiconi «McnamubIH skayhapaapsl MeH skoirepikTepi», AnMaTsl: ATamypa,

2008, 5-6er
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colleagues, and contemporaries about Ab-
sattar Hajji Derbisali, who knew him from
various angles. Some reminiscences are
valuable because they are presented in two
languages - Russian and Kazakh.

The extensive work of the scholar,
written at the end of his life and published
posthumously under the title «Forgotten
Thinkers of the Great Steppe (9th-20th cen-
turies),» consisting of 536 + 12 pages, is also
dedicated to promoting knowledge about
outstanding personalities emerging from the
Kazakh steppe. This book gathers many new
data and results of innovative research.

The scholar and educator, Sheikh Ab-
sattar Derbisali, also distinguished himself
as an outstanding religious scholar, creating
significant works such as «Islam and the
Era,» «Islam and Modermity,» «Mosques
and Madrasas of Kazakhstan. 9th-20th cen-
turies,» «Religious Educational Institutions
of Kazakhstan,» «Independent Kazakhstan’s
Mosques and Religious Educational Insti-
tutions,» «Juma Minberi» «Friday Pulpit,»
«Spirituality and Civilization,» and others.
Many of his works and articles on this sub-
ject were published in multiple languages,
which is a noteworthy fact.

In his article «Religion, Love for the
Homeland, and Harmony,» Sheikh Absattar
Derbisali emphasizes: «Islam is a great reli-
gion that calls for truth and virtue, humanity
and humility, while ‘Homeland’ is a great
concept that embodies these virtues and
leads people to civilization. Their interests
are directed towards the good of the country,
and therefore, they must always be together,

serving society collectively. For religion and
believers, there is nothing more precious and
important than the Homeland. Our ancestors
dreamed of independence and sovereignty
for many centuries, which today’s genera-
tion has finally achieved. We must cherish
this freedom as the apple of our eye... For a
truly devout Muslim, one of the sacred val-
ues is love for their native land and Mother-
land. Therefore, respect for the Homeland is
considered a sacred duty of a Muslim»®

Furthermore, while discussing concepts
sacred to all Muslims, he states: «Islam calls
for peaceful coexistence and order in society.
This allows every person to fulfill their Mus-
lim duties to Allah and others. Therefore,
an exemplary Muslim respects the laws of
their state, strives for socio-political stability
and peace, and contributes to its economic
prosperity»®. Concluding his reflections, he
underscores the importance of preserving
the sovereignty of our country. He also sug-
gests incorporating «morality lessons» into
school curricula to instill in children from an
early age such high moral values as respect
for elders, refraining from doing evil, and
striving to do good to others. He emphasizes
that «spiritual impoverishment is a great ca-
lamity that can bankrupt and destroy society.
It is necessary to prevent this threat, as its
consequences for national relations can be
severe»’

Sheikh Absattar Derbisali’s contri-
bution is particularly important for under-
standing the religious and cultural heritage
of Kazakhstan, as well as for strengthening
spiritual and moral values in society.

5 Meuetn u menpece B Kazaxcrane. [lyxoBHble ydu. Pequruosso-uctopudeckuit ans6om. «ApyHa», A.,

2009, ctp. 29. 6-6

6 . Meueru u menpece B Kazaxcrane. JlyXoBHbIE TyqH. PeTUTHO3HO-HCTOPUYECKHUI aTb6OM. «ApyHay, A.,

2009, ctp. 29. 23-6.

7 Kemuysxunel u Hacnenus Mcenama. Vcropuko-(Guiaonornyeckue UCCIeIoBaHus, 3CCe U OuepKH. A.,

2008; 18-0.
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Conclusion

The scholarly research of the orientalist
Sheikh Absattar Derbisali in the fields of lit-
erature, history, philology, philosophy, and
religion represents a significant contribution
to the development of our literature and cul-
ture. This contribution can be divided into
several levels: 1) individual level; 2) inter-
disciplinary level; 3) national level; 4) in-
ternational level. The multifaceted research
of the scholar possesses high value in terms
of its content, educational significance, and
aesthetic quality. The scholar conducts his
research first with the use of his heart, then
substantiates it with facts and organizes it
into a system. Significant in his works are
the criteria of substantive indicators and
connections identified through the analysis
of key data and relationships. The aesthetic
understanding demonstrated in the research
expresses the author’s vision of the method-
ology of research analysis.

Each of his works is characterized by
careful preparation and deep analysis. The
process of preparing research includes: a)
comparative analysis of studies; b) verifica-
tion of their reliability; c) search for unpub-
lished medieval treatises; d) textual analysis;
e) strict adherence to scientific methodolo-

gy. His works also address important topics
of discursive analysis, manuscript prepara-
tion for publication, the history of the publi-
cation of works, and religious-philosophical
treatises. The materials used in his research
meet strict criteria for the reliability of his-
torical and cultural data. His works also
evaluate outstanding scholars and their con-
tributions to the field of literature, art, and
spiritual culture.

Thus, the research and works of the
orientalist scholar Absattar Derbisali are
an important achievement for Kazakh liter-
ature and culture, and they also contribute
to the promotion of outstanding scholars on
the world stage. His works are important for
shaping national identity and valuing Ka-
zakhstan’s cultural heritage. The methodol-
ogy of Absattar Derbisali is an example of a
deep and multifaceted approach to studying
historical and cultural processes. The com-
prehensive use of various types of sources,
interdisciplinary approach, and empirical
research have allowed him to achieve sig-
nificant results in the field of oriental studies
and historical science. His works continue
to be an important source of knowledge and
inspiration for contemporary researchers in
Central Asia and the East.
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